
 
 

Qiulin Zhang is an opera contralto of Chinese descent. Zhang was born in 1964 into a family 

of traditional Chinese Opera singers. Her father was a local opera singer of Qinqiang and a 

play writer. Zhang is the winner of the Grand Prix of the International Contest of Marmande 

in 1995 and winner of the Masters of French Song in Paris the same year. She appears 

regularly in European opera houses such as the Toulouse Théâtre du Capitole, Opéra Bastille 

in Paris, the Dublin Opera, and others in London, Amsterdam, and Madrid. Known for her 

performances in Wagner's operas, in 2010, she sang Erda (one of her signature roles) in the 

Paris Opera's first performance of the complete Ring Cycle in 53 years. 

  

Zhang earned her first diploma from the College of Music of Xi'an, China, in 1984, and was a 

soloist at the Symphony Orchestra of Xi'an until 1995. Zhang began singing in France in 

1989. Educated in Paris at the Schola Cantorum, and then at the Conservatoire de Toulouse 

she won in the 1995 Grand Prix du Concours International de Chant de Marmande and was 

winner of the Masters of French Chant in Paris in the same year. 
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